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The Department offers the following specific comments and recommendations to assist the City
in avoiding, minimizing, and adequately mitigating Project-related impacts to biological
resources, and to ensure that the Project is consistent with all applicable requirements of the
NCCP/HCP.

1. The MND anticipates that the trail extension and overlook installation will benefit the
CSS and Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA) onsite by decreasing the
disturbance to the habitat that is occurring through unauthorized off-trail usage. While
the Department agrees that the Project has the potential to alleviate the unauthorized
trail use and help prevent further degradation of habitat, the Project will still directly
impact CSS habitat and potentially impact the gnatcatcher and other NCCP/HCP
identified species. In addition, the historical unauthorized trail use that has occurred in
the Park has led to extensive habitat degradation in the form of linear features of bare
ground and crushed vegetation in areas that were previously restored or enhanced as
part of the Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan for Dana Point Headlands
Biological Open Space (HMMP) and associated Onsite Mitigation and Revegetation Plan
(Revegetation Plan). In order to appropriately avoid impacts to the gnatcatcher,
compensate for Project impacts, and address past encroachments and habitat
disturbance from unauthorized trail use, the Department recommends that the City
conduct any habitat removal outside of the bird breeding season and restore vegetation
in areas within the Park that have been damaged or degraded from unauthorized use
following Project completion. A restoration plan should be prepared by persons with
expertise in southern California ecosystems and native plant revegetation techniques
and include specific success criteria (e.g., percent cover of native and non-native
species, species richness) and a detailed monitoring program for evaluating restoration
success. Monitoring results should be included in the City's annual reporting to the
Natural Communities Coalition and should include information on ongoing management
issues and any proposed remedial actions. Finally, the restoration plan should
incorporate sensitive plant species that were originally included in the Revegetation
Plan, including California boxthorn and cliff spurge (Euphorbia misera).

2. Based on email correspondence received by the Department on July 18, 2019, the
Harbor Point Park is not currently protected by a Conservation Easement as was
committed to under the HMMP. Because the property is not included in the NCCP/HCP
Habitat Reserve, a Conservation Easement is the preferred mechanism for ensuring that
the conservation values of the property are preserved in perpetuity for the benefit of
NCCP/HCP covered species, including the gnatcatcher. We recommend the City work to
record a Conservation Easement over the property following completion of the proposed
Project, or work with the Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to develop
an agreeable alternative, such as adding the property to the NCCP/HCP Habitat
Reserve, for ensuring the long-term protection of the property. Discussions on an
alternative solution may also need to be coordinated with the California Coastal
Commission, if appropriate.

3. Prior to adoption, we recommend the City update Mitigation Measure BIO-5 in the MND
to include flagging any individual of cliff spurge in addition to California boxthorn, as this
species was previously seeded within the Project area and has the potential to be
impacted.
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The Department appreciates the opportunity to review and comment on the MND and assisting
the City in identifying Project impacts on biological resources. Please contact Kyle Rice at
(858) 467-4250 if you have any questions or comments regarding this letter.

™\
Sincerely,

Gail M. Sevrens |/~ -
Environmental Program Manager
South Coast Region

ec: State Clearinghouse
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (William Miller)
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